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Centre for Regional Studies (CRS) 

School of Social Sciences, University of Hyderabad 

Core Course to the Ph.D. Students of the Centre 
(July to December Session) 

 

 
Course Title : Research Methodology (Ph.D.) Instructor     : CRS Faculty 

No. of Credits : 4 Course Code : RS 801 

 

Course Description:  

We begin by examining debates in the Philosophy of Social Sciences and Social thought.  

The Philosophies provide us a grounding to evaluate strengths and weaknesses of arguments, 

validity of evidence, and assists in situating one’s research work.  Next we discuss a select 

number of research methods. These include: interviewing, focus groups, surveys, 

experimentation, ethnography, and so on. We conclude this course by delving into the 

elements of writing a research proposal. 

 

Course Outline  

Paradigms for Research - Part 1 

a) Positivist Social Science 

b) Interpretive Social Science 

c) Eurocentrism and Category Formation  

d) Critical Social Science 

e) Feminist and post modem Social Science 

 

Paradigms for Research - Part 2 

a) Post-positivist; Social Constructivism; Advocacy and Participatory; Pragmatism 

b) Paradigm Wars, and Mixed Methods as a Way Forward 

c) Moving from Topics to Questions and Sources 

d) Using Sources—Literature Review 

e) Writing Statements of Purpose in a Proposal  

 

Strategies of Inquiry 

Grounded Theory; Interpretive Practices; Case Studies; Participatory Action Research 

 

Methods of Collecting and Analyzing Empirical Materials  

Interviews, Surveys, and Focus Groups; 

 

Quantitative Methods 

Surveys, Experimentation, and use of SPSS 

 

Reliability and Validity in Qualitative Research 

 

Pulling together: Proposal writing 

 

Questions of Inter-disciplinarily  and social inquiry  
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Centre for Regional Studies (CRS) 

School of Social Sciences, University of Hyderabad 

Core Course to the Ph.D. Students of the Centre 
(July to December Session) 

 

 
Course Title : Advanced Theories on Region and Space:  

The Indian Context (Ph.D.) 

Instructor     : CRS Faculty 

No. of Credits : 4 Course Code : RS 802 

 

Course Description: 

This interdisciplinary course provides a spatial understanding of diversities in India. A region 

is necessarily that which has to be examined and understood beyond disciplinary boundaries, 

especially in a globalised world. Further, in view of theoretical development in regards to 

space, place, and scale, the idea of region has moved from territorial to relational ways of 

visualizing the region. These developments on conceptualizing region has polarized the 

position of scholars. But, a third way / option on region is emerging, which recognizes the 

strengths of both the earlier theoretical positions. Through this course students will be 

introduced to the concept of a Region in the Indian context and explore multiple ways of 

characterizing a ‘region.’ 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 

At the end of this course, students will be able to 

• understand scholarship on region from a cross cultural perspective  

• interpret ‘region’ with examples from real world. 

• present their views in both written and oral form; 

• assess and critique published research in peer reviewed journals 

 

Course Outline 

There are ten Units in this course. 

 

Unit 1. Concept of space: Evolution of the concept of a region; Typology and Hierarchy of 

regions; Regional Studies; Regionalism; The Region as a cultural and ritual space 

Unit 2. The ‘Region’ in history 

Unit 3. India’s Physical Setting: Physical and Climatic Regions 

Unit 4. India’s socio-cultural mapping: Religion, Language, Adivasis; Caste 

Unit 5. Regional perspectives on Demography 

Unit 6. Urban systems and City Morphology 

Unit 7. Regional Perspectives on the Indian Economy: Agricultural and Industrial Regions 

Unit 8. Regional Development and Planning  

Unit 9. The Deccan: Regional Setting 

Unit 10. Debating the region: Place/Space/Territory; Relational aspects and interdisciplinarity 

of regional studies. 

 

Course Evaluation 

• Internal Assessment = 40 marks; End Semester Exam = 60 marks 
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